
Dear [insert name], 
I am writing to you to ask you for your assistance. On 3rd September the NSW State Government announced that it was closing eight metropolitan Ambulance Rescue Stations and handing this rescue role over to the NSW Fire Brigades. Regrettably those Paramedics concerned found out about this decision the night before via text message on their mobile phones; with the same Officers required to relinquish their rescue role a mere 36 hours later.

You may be thinking ‘Well what does this have to do with the me?’ 
I believe that it is of great interest to you and families living across rural NSW. Although only the metropolitan stations have been axed, it is a foregone conclusion that the rural Ambulance Rescue Stations will follow.

There are fourteen Ambulance Rescue stations across NSW. They are located at Parramatta, Caringbah, Cowra, Camden, Bankstown, Bomaderry, Singleton, St Ives, Hamilton, Rutherford, Tamworth, Point Clare, Wagga Wagga and Wollongong.

Rescue, or getting to the patient and getting the patient to ‘definitive’ care (ie hospital), is part of the service provided by the Ambulance Service. The Service is the oldest provider of rescue services in NSW. It has a Rescue course second to none and it has the advantage of exclusively staffing its units with experienced Ambulance Paramedics.

Any transference of rescue duties from the Ambulance Service to the NSW Fire Brigades in rural NSW, will inevitably see a greater reliance on volunteer or retained rescue officers rather than professional rescuers. The communities of Bomaderry, Cowra, Wagga Wagga, Tamworth, Singleton and Rutherford are set to lose a professional rescue resource unless something is done.
This matter is currently the subject of industrial dispute. The Industrial Relations Commission, however, has characterised this decision as ‘political’ and ‘administrative’ in nature. It is political. This decision is all about funding. It is about transferring rescue costs to the Fire Brigade, which is funded separately under the Fire Services Levy through insurance premiums; and it is about ‘redeploying’ Rescue Paramedics to plug staffing shortfalls in the State health system. It is not about service provision. It is not about best practice.

It all adds up to an erosion of rural services and a growing discrepancy between city and country.
The policies of this Labor Government in relation to ambulance services is driven by ‘economic rationalism’ and not standards of care delivered to the NSW community. 
Please support us when we ask the State Government to reinstate and safeguard Ambulance Rescue services across NSW.
Kind Regards,

